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LESSON 1-Lost and Found

1. Answers to this question will obviously vary. In general, most students will probably agree that the story is

fairly realistic. A few, however, might wonder about a father who readily gives a rebellious son so much money.
Others might have difficulty with a son who comes back to his father with a promise to be nothing more than a
servant. Still others might not be comfortable with the concept of free grace. Be alert to the thinking that may

lie behind an answer!

2. Most students will probably like the fact that a very foolish and sinful son could still find forgiveness. They will
likely also be grateful that the son did not have to earn his father’s love. There may be a few, however, who take
the story too lightly and even see it as a reason for taking their sins very lightly. They may figure that they don’t
have to worry too much about how they live, since everything will turn out just fine in the end anyway. Try to

pick up what may be going on in the mind of your students and respond accordingly.

3. Some students may be upset (appropriately) over the reaction of the older brother. A few might find that the
father wasn’t tough enough on his son. Since the son got off so easily, he might just go out and sin again. There
may also be some who are concerned that the story itself doesn't tell why the father could forgive the son. There
is no mention here of someone (Jesus Christ) who paid the penalty for his sin so that he might go free. If students
do mention this, remind them that this is only a parable. Parables usually do not tell the “whole” story. This
parable emphasizes the freedom and the richness of the father’s love and the unwillingness of the older brother

to accept it.

4. Interestingly, the Bible itself does not give us a title to the parable —so we should be open to some good
suggestions. A few thoughtful students may wish to emphasize something other than the waywardness of the
son. They might, for example, suggest that we should call this The Parable of the Merciful Father. Others might
wish to call it The Parable of the Older Brother —or something very creative. Encourage the creativity, but don’t

let students miss the focus of the parable!

5. Many words could be used to describe the prodigal son. Among them are the following: foolish, sinful, lustful,
proud, arrogant, disobedient, profligate, hedonistic, materialistic, repentant, humble, honest, etc. It should be

interesting to see whether students emphasize the “bad” or the “good” in the prodigal’s life.

6. The father was gracious, kind, loving, forgiving, generous, merciful, patient, good, etc. Students may well add
some other positive adjectives of their own. A few students might also mention such negative things as gullible,
tolerant, foolish, lenient, partial, unfair, unwise. Respond graciously to those who might see some negatives,
but make sure they focus on the positive! Jesus surely did not intend to present the father here in a negative

way!

7. The son was clearly responsible for his own foolishness and sins. It’s possible, however, that some students

might try to implicate the father as a participant in the son’s foolishness because he did not correct him or refuse
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to give him the money. If this should happen, emphasize that each one of us is fully responsible for the gifts

God entrusts to us. We may never let God’s generosity and kindness become an excuse for our folly and sin.

The son came back home because he was hungry and poor and had no place else to turn. He also came back

because he believed that his father would be willing to receive him and give him a place to live.

SINNED WORTHY

He certainly was serious about it. It’s true, of course, that he was looking for something to eat and a place to
live, but he knew he had forfeited his privileges as a son and he wasn’t about to argue that point. It might be
well to remind students that God often uses difficult circumstances to bring people back to Himself. Many

people have to hit bottom before they decide to look up!

COMPASSION BEST DEAD ALIVE LOST FOUND

Students” answers here may well tell you a lot about them. Be patient with those who would feel bitter or angry

or jealous. Be sensitive to their answers and respond accordingly.

JEALOUS BITTER ANGRY DISGUSTED

No. It was not right—though it certainly was understandable. We would like to see him happy, grateful,
delighted, and thankful. His brother was lost, after all. And his father was very kind. Besides, the day might
come when he himself would need some of his father’s kindness and love! He should be grateful that they are

available!

a. Most of us would probably not give the money he asked for. In the first place, we are generally not as
gracious and generous as our heavenly Father is. But secondly, we might feel that it was better not to give
our son everything he asked for. It sometimes is wiser for us to withhold things from our children —espe-

cially from wayward children.

So why, then, did the father in the story give him the money? Because this is a parable! And the purpose
of this parable is not to emphasize parental discipline but rather the generosity, compassion, love, and kind-
ness of our Father in heaven. (We should not forget, of course, that the parable also emphasizes the improp-
er response of the older brother. In fact, many feel that this latter emphasis is actually the main focus of the

parable.)
b. No. When parents have been reasonably consistent and faithful in bringing up their children to the best of

their ability, they should never place blame on themselves for a child’s failures. If they have been irrespon-

sible or abusive or drastically inconsistent, their failures may well determine some dimensions of their
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child’s future. For that they must give account. Even then, however, each child continues to be fully respon-

sible for their own attitudes and actions.

Yes. God usually lets us go our own way even when He knows the kind of trouble we are going to get into. He
does that because He wants us to willingly love Him and trust Him and obey Him. He does not force us to do
s0. At the same time, we readily acknowledge that only God Himself can give us the kind of heart that desires
to do His will. We also recognize that God often graciously keeps us from falling into sin and lovingly protects
us from harm and mercifully rescues us from danger. Moreover, we know that many times it is only after we

have fallen flat on our faces and ruined everything that we see our need for God.

Use your student’s answer to this question as an opportunity to get an insight into where they are spiritually.

If the answer is something other than what you would like to see, ask why they answered as they did.

God can and will forgive us only because His heavenly love sent Jesus into the world to pay the penalty for our
sin. When Jesus died on the cross as the Lamb of God, He removed all barriers between the Father and those

who put their trust in Him.

Each wandering sinner must humbly and sincerely repent of their sin, put their trust in the Lord Jesus as Savior,

and begin to live a new life in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Rejoice with those who rejoice! Pray earnestly for those who are seeking to find their way back to their

Father’s house.
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LESSON 2-The Enemy Inside

274.

Most students will probably mention the story of David and Goliath, since we all like stories where a humble
and obscure underdog defeats a haughty and seemingly invincible champion. Beyond this, students will prob-
ably choose different elements of the David story. Some may highlight David’s humility, repentance and sub-

sequent forgiveness.

Others may actually like the story of David’s fall, since they will be able to identify more with his fall than with

his victories. Be sensitive to their response. Try to understand what may lie behind unusual answers.

Some will probably be unhappy with the fact that David “got away with murder” when he arranged for the
death of Bathsheba’s husband. David was certainly punished for this, but he didn’t lose his position as king and
was never incarcerated for it. Look for other interesting responses and try to understand what may have moti-

vated them.

Regrettably, “being saved” is not the same as being sinless. Prisoners, as well as the rest of us, must understand
that those who are born again may still have to wrestle with all kinds of weaknesses and temptations. Our old
sin nature is “put to death” in Christ when we are born again, but it is not totally eradicated. When we are
careless or indifferent or weak, the old nature can temporarily take control over us and lead us into very serious
sin. That’s why the Bible repeatedly warns us to be on our guard against sinning—a warning which would not

be necessary if believers were totally beyond the reach of sin.

The answer to Question 4 fits here also. Students might be referred to such passages as Colossians 3:3-10;

Ephesians 4:22-31; Romans 6:11-14.

David must have known that the “enemy inside” is usually a person’s strongest enemy. Even so, in his relaxed
and idle state, David let down his guard, made no effort to defeat the enemy, and simply gave in without a fight.
Perhaps he thought he was not subject to the same laws other people are —simply because he was a king. Maybe
he felt that he was “entitled” to some forbidden pleasure because of all the fighting he had done in the past. For
whatever reason, David deliberately chose to disobey God, willingly did what he knew was wrong, and did so

without giving much thought to the consequences of his actions.

We certainly do. Basically the one “enemy” within each of us is the same —our old sin nature. However, that
nature manifests itself in different ways in different people. Each of us has to contend with at least one specific
weakness (“the sin that so easily entangles”-Hebrews 12:1) and, probably, with a number of weaknesses. Romans

7:7-20 describes the conflict which many believers understand all too well.
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Some students may be very candid and specific in writing about their own “inside enemy,” while others may
write in more general terms. Be especially sensitive to those students who trustingly share with you some of

their deepest weaknesses and struggles.

Among the things which might be mentioned are the following.

a. He should have made a deliberate effort to walk away from the scene of temptation (Psalm 101:2-3;
Proverbs 27:12).

b. He should have called on God to rescue him (Psalm 102:1-2).

c. He should have remembered that there is no temptation too strong to resist when God is with us
(1 Corinthians 10:13; James 4:7-8).

d. He should have stopped to think about the consequences of his actions (Proverbs 2:16-22; Proverbs 6:20-33).

e. He should have sought the company and advice of others who could stay with him and counsel him

during the heat of temptation (Proverbs 13:14; Proverbs 17:10; Proverbs 19:20).

It is important for us to have our ammunition ready before temptation strikes us in all its fury. If we don't, it

may well be too late. Temptation has a way of shutting down our minds while intensifying our feelings.

He should have:

a. immediately confessed his sin both to God and to those most involved,

b. consulted with both Bathsheba and her husband as to what they should do, and
c. sought the help of one of God’s prophets (such as Nathan).

Covering up our sins or making excuses for them usually leads us into deep and muddy waters and solves

nothing.

a. DARK DAY LIGHT

b. ALL HIDDEN SIN

c. HIDDEN UNCOVERED ACCOUNT
d. INIQUITIES  SECRET PRESENCE
FALSE

Most people in the world who believe in God also believe that He knows all things. Theirs is not a problem of
knowledge but of obedience. That was David’s problem, too. David not only had the five books of Moses which
clearly taught about God, but he also had many years of personal fellowship with God. He even wrote some of
the Bible’s clearest teachings about God’s omniscience (Psalm 139:1-12), though he may have written this later

in his life. Without a doubt, David knew.
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When we sin, we are usually being driven by our feelings or emotions rather than by our minds or intellect. It
is not so much what we know at that moment, but how we feel. We deliberately choose to do what gives us
pleasure or satisfaction while momentarily ignoring the consequences. Knowledge of God’s will is surely
important. However, the desire to do that will and the commitment to obey God’s will are far more important

than simply knowing His will.

As a holy and righteous God, God cannot let sin go unpunished. The sinner must either pay the penalty or have
someone else (Jesus Christ) pay it for them. Among the many Scriptures which might be cited are Exodus 34:6-
7; Numbers 14:18; Romans 6:23. Many students may present other Scriptures. If they do not, it would be well
to share with them one or more of the three passages referred to here — or any other appropriate passages of your

choosing.

A, CF

NOTE: Some students might also select ‘E” because of Psalm 51:5. If they do, remind them that David is not

blaming his mother for his sin but simply stating that he, like everyone else, was born with a sinful human

nature.

a. PROSPER

b. EVERY HIDDEN

c. DISCLOSED HIDDEN KNOWN

d. SILENT GROANING HEAVY STRENGTH
SIN CONFESS

b. SINNED TAKEN AWAY DIE

c. CONFESSES RENOUNCES MERCY

Answers will obviously vary. You may find it desirable to point out some or all of the following things if

students do not mention them:

a. Itis important to be prepared to face temptation.

b. Even the strongest Christian can fall into great sin unless they are continually walking with the Lord.
c. God sees and knows all things.

d. Itis better to confess and forsake sin than to try to cover it up or hide it.

e. God is gracious and merciful and willing to forgive our greatest sins.

f.  Even when God forgives our sins, those sins may still have serious and long-lasting consequences.
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LESSON 3—-God Meant It For Good

10.

COURAGEOUS  PATIENT KIND STRONG WISE

Some students may find that Joseph was foolish or weak for letting his brothers sell him as a slave and for letting
his master’s wife get away with what she did. If a student selects some words other than the five above, you
may wish to ask why. It should be interesting to see what words of their own students offer. You may well get

an insight into where they are coming from!

Joseph's brothers hated him because he was obviously a very favorite and spoiled son of his father. Also, Joseph
gave his father a bad report (probably deserved!) concerning them. Later, his dreams made them hate him all

the more (Genesis 37:8).

The Bible never gives us a “right” to hate anyone. So Joseph’s brothers certainly had no right to hate him.

However, they probably had a justifiable reason for not being very fond of him!

If your students think the brothers did have a right to hate Joseph, that could reflect the fact that they themselves
hate some people—or are hated by others. If they have committed personal crimes of violence against others, it

would be interesting to learn whether they feel their victims have a right to hate them!

This question is not so much looking for information as it is for “feelings.” Since some students may themselves
have seriously hurt others along the way, it will be revealing to see how they themselves (might have) felt when

they learned about the great hurt they caused.

Joseph's master treated him kindly, put him in charge of his entire household, and entrusted to his care every-

thing he owned.

YOU ARE HIS WIFE WICKED SIN

His courage and strength clearly came from God. It may also be worth noting, however, that Joseph must have
had a solid upbringing —in spite of the fact that his father had several wives and that the sexual history of his

extended family was certainly not exemplary.

1 Corinthians 10:13, James 4:7-8, 1 John 4:4, and Hebrews 4:15-16 would all seem to indicate that every

temptation can indeed be resisted with God’s help.

A

GOD GOOD ENDURE
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We should follow the example of Jesus. Jesus not only bore our sins on the cross in His own body, but He also

did not retaliate when He was mistreated (verse 23).

God caused the prison warden to look with favor on Joseph. The warden put Joseph in charge of all the
prisoners and made him responsible for everything that was done there. God gave Joseph success in

whatever he did.

NO. Jesus, Peter, Paul, James and others all suffered for doing what was right without receiving any special
“favors” for it. 1 Peter 2:19-22, 1 Peter 4:12-16, and 4:19 all make clear that believers may often have to suffer for
doing what is right. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus pronounced those blessed who would suffer for Christ’s
sake (Matthew 5:10-12). Paul reminded his converts in Acts 14:22 that “We must go through many hardships to
enter the kingdom of God.” He also wrote to Timothy that all who live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be perse-
cuted (2 Timothy 3:12). This is the consistent message of the New Testament.

At the same time, we recognize that in His mercy and grace God often gives us far more than we deserve and
that He does not always treat us as our sins deserve (Psalm 103:8-10). It certainly is not wrong, therefore, to ask
and pray that God will give us His special blessing (and He often does!), though we should not expect it as a
routine response to our “goodness.”

GOD WISE PALACE SUBMIT THRONE

On at least two separate occasions Joseph’s brothers bowed down to him with their faces to the ground —just as

Joseph had dreamed.
ANGRY SELLING SAVE GOD PRESERVE
LIVES YOU GOD

Joseph's brothers were fully accountable for what they had done. We are always accountable for what we do,
no matter what circumstances (in the recent or more distant past) may have influenced us and no matter what

plans our sovereign God may have made. See, for example, Acts 1:16-18 and Acts 2:23.

It appears most likely that Joseph’s brothers were not only afraid of what Joseph might do to them but that they
were also sorry for what they had done. They acted with far greater sensitivity in regard to their brother
Benjamin and the feelings of their father than they had twenty years before when Joseph was young. See
Genesis 42:28; 42:37; 43:8-9; 44:18-34. They also still recognized their guilt for selling Joseph as a slave twenty
years before (Genesis 42:21-22 and 44:16).

We can find full forgiveness from God only when we sincerely confess our sins and trust in Jesus Christ as

our Savior.
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20. The answers of students here will obviously vary. If students do not mention the following items (among

others), you may wish to call them to their attention:

It is possible to resist and overcome temptation.

b. We should continue to trust God even when our circumstances are difficult and life seems unfair.

c.  We should believe that God is working out all things for our spiritual good, even when we may not be able
to understand or explain what is happening in our lives.

d. We should leave personal revenge to the Lord and seek to return good for evil.

e. God is in sovereign control in this world, even when it seems that the forces of evil are dominant.

f.  We should always seek to do what is right in God’s sight, even if we may have to suffer for it.

g. God still moves “in mysterious ways His wonders to perform.”
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LESSON 4—The Sii clid

280.

There is no simple or “right” answer here. Some students will select the words wise, strong, rich, and faithful.
Others will select the opposites. The student’s choice will indicate whether they are thinking more about
Solomon’s early years of blessing and service or his later years of disobedience and disgrace. The answer may

therefore tell you more about the student than about Solomon!

WISE DISCERNING WEALTH (or RICHES) HONOR EQUAL
A
NO OTHER HEARTS OBEY COMMANDS

NOTE: Solomon reminded his people that there is only one true God. He also strongly urged them to obey the
Lord’s commands with all their hearts. However, in later years Solomon himself forsook this one true God and
personally failed to obey His commands. His failure emphasizes how important it is for us not only to know
what is right but also to do it. And it also reminds us how important it is not only to begin well but also to end

well.

A. A king should not have great numbers of horses for himself.

B. A king should not have many wives.

C. A king should not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.

D. A king should read the Law of God all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the Lord and obey

all His laws and decrees.

Many things cause people to wander from God. Among them are the following: love of money and things

(materialism); excessive love of sports and pleasure; desire for worldly honor and fame; undue eagerness to be
accepted by others; neglect of Scripture reading, worship and prayer; ungodly partners or friends; excessive
busyness with earthly things —whether good things or bad; frustrations and disappointments; prolonged sick-
ness; intellectual doubts; disillusionment with the church or church leaders; emotional problems; broken mar-
riages or friendships; etc. You may come up with still other things. Students may too. Be alert to things which

may have played an important role in their own lives or in the lives of those close to them.

A. TEMPTATION FOOLISH HARMFUL RUIN
B. MONEY EVIL WANDERED FAITH GRIEFS
C. TRULY (or TRUTH) HARD HEAVEN
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Many students might wish to be become rich and famous for the following reasons:

a. They may be poor now and may always have been so. It would be nice to be able to get the things they
need —and want.

b. They may have always been regarded as a “nobody” and would like the opportunity to become “somebody.”
They may think that having money will keep them from the temptation to use drugs, steal, defraud, etc.

d. They may wish to help others in need —such as family, friends, the poor, etc.

e. They may wish to make a significant contribution to the work of the church or some other good
organization.

f. They may just like to live in luxury for a while and do what the “rich and famous” do.

Some students might indicate that they would not like to become rich and famous for the following reasons:
a. They may realize that riches and fame often produce as many problems as they solve.
b. They may not wish to have the responsibilities that rich and famous people have.

c. They may not be telling you what they really feel!

NOTE: There are many students who do not desire wealth or fame. If they did suddenly become wealthy, many
of them would unquestionably use their wealth to benefit others rather than (or, as much as) themselves. On
the other hand, there are some who might simply consider it more “godly” or “proper” to say that they do not
desire wealth or fame —even though they do. The primary desire of these students is to make a good impression
on their Instructor! Encourage honest answers over “right” answers by modeling honesty in your own respons-

es to the student.

To be productive and happy in our work is wonderful! Riches and possessions are a splendid gift of God when

they are used in good and appropriate ways. Let us rejoice and be glad!

a. True
b. True
c. True
d. True

All of these are true if we seek lasting happiness apart from God. It is possible, of course, to have a “good time”
without God —and many people do. However, some of the “good” times are temporary, superficial, and soon-
er or later end in sorrow or even tragedy. Moreover, we must never forget that someday all of us must give an

account to God for everything we do (Ecclesiastes 11:8-9).

Do not be surprised if some students say they were a lot “happier” before they became Christians. They were
more carefree then and “enjoyed” a lot of pleasures which they no longer pursue. Moreover, they now may at
times suffer from rejection, loneliness, persecution, and grief. In some ways non-Christians do have an “easier”

time of life when they live carefree, self-centered lives (see Psalm 73!).
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It’s important that students gain a long-range perspective and do not evaluate the Christian faith solely in terms
of their passing feelings or present circumstances. On the other hand, they should never get the impression that

God is against fun, joy, laughter, pleasure, recreation, and other good things and good times.

People often try be happy by pursuing pleasure, wealth, honor, fame, and leisure. Each of these may take a

different “form” depending on the individual. For example, some people may find pleasure primarily in drugs,
sex, alcohol, or things that give a momentary high. Others may find their pleasure primarily in doing good for
others, pursuing worthwhile goals, developing their talents, being creative, etc. Many things may help make a
person feel “happy” if they are pursued in the right measure and in the right way. None of them, however, will

give a person lasting happiness if they are pursued with the wrong motive, in the wrong way, or without God.

Temporary happiness is a response to passing, positive, pleasant circumstances. It primarily involves the

feelings. It certainly is not necessarily “wrong.” However, it does not last when the pleasant circumstances
change. Moreover, it is often self-centered. True joy (as we understand it from a Christian perspective) involves
the total person (more than just the emotions); it does not depend on circumstances; it is not self-centered; it has

a “spiritual” dimension—one which relates directly or indirectly to the things of God.

A. DELIGHT HUMBLE REJOICE JOY
B. LIFE JOY ETERNAL
C. KEEP (or OBEY) LOVE JOY COMPLETE

Solomon surely must have known that he had drifted away from God, since his entire lifestyle was very

different from the one he pursued when he was young. In earlier days he had taught many others about the
importance of obedience, the dangers of riches, and the power of deception. He worshiped faithfully and joy-
fully at the temple. His writings in Ecclesiastes also indicate that he realized that his pursuit of life without God

was a meaningless failure.

One could make a case for the greater danger of either the gradual drift or the definite decision. The gradual
drift is dangerous because the drifter often does not even realize how far they have moved from the place where
they started. In many cases, they never made a clear and definite decision against God but simply drifted by

neglect. They may possibly be rescued when they see what has happened in their life.

The person who has made a definite decision not to serve God may possibly have been influenced by a single
incident or situation or problem. If this problem can be resolved, the person may be willing to come back to the
Lord. On the other hand, if they have carefully thought through the decision not to follow the Lord, the situation

is one of grave danger.

Be sensitive to your student’s response. The answer may give you a hint of what has happened in their life so

that you will be able to respond more meaningfully.
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Wake-up calls come in many forms: severe sickness, economic loss, accident, loss of loved ones, loss of a job or
friend, or any kind of tragedy. Calls can also come through being challenged by others, sermons, radio messag-
es, music, or in a number of other ways. Sometimes people are awakened by seeing the positive joy of others—
even when their circumstances are not externally pleasant. It should be interesting to see how your students
look upon the wake-up call. Be sure they realize that calls from God may come in unexpected ways and not

simply in ways that they might anticipate.

The Bible doesn’t clearly answer this question for us. Give thoughtful attention to your student’s response. It

may tell you as much about them as it does about Solomon.

We may not be willing to change, since we are enjoying the pleasures of sin too much. We may not think it is

desirable to change, since a change would be too disruptive for us or our families. We may not think it is nec-
essary to change, since life seems to be going along without too many problems. We may not think it is possible
to change, since we have lived in sin too long. In every case, as Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:4, the god of this

world is blinding our minds.

Look forward to your student’s response and then prayerfully respond to whatever they share with you. Each
student will respond differently. Please be sensitive to any issues that may arise and respond appropriately.

Talk to your pastor if you need additional advice or feel free to call the CBI offices.
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RAZOR GOD

It is quite likely that Samson was always far stronger than most people. However, as the four passages indicate,
it was especially when the Spirit of God came upon him that he was able to perform those extraordinary feats
of strength. It should also be noted, however, that the Bible doesn’t always say that the Spirit of God came on

Samson when he showed unusual strength. In chapter 16, for example, we never read about the Holy Spirit.

Samson killed one thousand Philistines with nothing more than the jawbone of a donkey —and, of course, the

power of God (Judges 15:14).

Each of the Philistines promised Delilah eleven hundred shekels (about twenty-eight pounds) of silver. We
don’t how many Philistines there were, but it certainly was a lot of money. (Note that the Philistines brought
the silver to Delilah’s house even before Samson had his hair cut. See Judges 16:18. They knew that Samson

was almost in their hands.)

NO. Samson first played his own games with Delilah. He did this three times.

The Bible doesn’t tell us. However, we may surmise that at this point Samson was still aware of his special

relationship to God —and he didn’t want to lose it. However, Judges 16:20 seems to indicate that he was at a
point where he thought he wouldn’t really lose his strength if his hair was cut. Further, the fact that Samson
always seemed to play fast and loose with Philistine women (Judges 14:1-3; 16:1; and 16:4) is an indication that

he wasn’t as committed to the ways of the Lord as he should have been.

Samson likely gave in to Delilah because of his passionate lust for her. She must have seemed like too good a
prize for him to lose. Besides, she must have been a supremely effective temptress. Even if she promised “not
to tell anyone” what Samson told her, he should have known better after the first three times when she did tell.

It’s hard at this point to make any excuses for Samson. He acted very stupidly, no matter how you look at it.

God could easily have kept Samson from falling into Delilah’s trap. He sometimes does that kind of thing for
His people —something for which we all are very grateful. Usually, however, God does not just reach out and

rescue us from temptation whether we want to be rescued or not! This is particularly true when we enter temp-
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tation with our eyes wide open—as Samson did and David did and the Prodigal Son did. God usually lets us
make our choices and then face the consequences. We should not forget, however, that God is willing to rescue

those who sincerely desire to find a way out of temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13).

At one point Delilah may well have had strong, positive feelings toward Samson. It is doubtful, however,
whether she ever truly loved him. If she had, she would not have sold her love for a barrel full of silver. (Do

you ever wonder how Delilah felt when Samson was treated so cruelly by the Philistines?)

True love looks out for the lover’s interests as well as his/her own. True love is not based primarily on feelings.
True love is ready and willing to sacrifice for the lover. It is most likely that Samson and Delilah both wanted
for themselves whatever they could get from the other person. They were more interested in getting than in

giving.

THE LORD HAD LEFT HIM

The Philistines were led to believe that their idols were stronger than Samson’s God. Samson’s failure thus

brought the name of God into dishonor and disrepute.

REMEMBER STRENGTHEN TWO EYES

Of course there are. We probably all have examples of our own that we could point to. Your students could
likely come up with some very interesting stories if they wished to do so. Be particularly sensitive to any stories
of personal failure which they may share with you. Be sure to remind them that foolishness and failure and sin

are not the final words for God’s children!

Each student will likely find something to like —or to dislike. They may like the stories of Samson’s great

strength, courage, and victories. They may also be glad to learn (again) that some of God’s chosen leaders could
fall into such foolish and sinful ways. At the same time, the failures of these leaders may be a great disappoint-
ment to them. Many of them are eager to be free from failure and foolishness and sin, and they want models to

follow —not models to avoid!

The following statements are TRUE: B, C, D, F, H, J
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LESSON 6-Don’t Throw Away the Key

286.

King Hezekiah was one of the best kings Judah ever had. There was no king like him. He never failed to
follow the Lord and always obeyed His commands. He was successful in everything he did because the Lord

was with him.

Manasseh rebuilt the altars of the pagan gods, worshiped the sun, moon, and stars, bowed down to idols,
sacrificed his own children in the fire, practiced sorcery and divination, consulted mediums and spirits, placed

idols in the temple of the Lord, filled the city of Jerusalem with innocent blood, and led God’s people astray.

Students’” answers to this question may reveal something about their own experiences. Many people in prison
have had one or more godly parents. Many also learned about the Christian faith in church or Sunday School.

Why did they go astray? They may well project some elements of their own experience onto Manasseh.

The Bible doesn’t tell us why Manasseh went astray, so we cannot say for sure what happened. His father may
possibly have neglected him (as Eli and Samuel neglected the training of their sons). His father may not have
disciplined him (as David failed to discipline his own children). His friends may have influenced him negative-
ly (as friends often do). He may have been spoiled by his father (since he apparently was born after God told
Hezekiah he was going to die). Or he may simply have rebelled against his father precisely because his father
was a highly respected, God-fearing person—and Manasseh may have wanted to make a name for himself in

his own way.

B Itis highly doubtful that Manasseh ever fully lost his knowledge of right and wrong. It's true that he
didn’t care any more, but it doesn’t seem that he unknowingly got on a slippery slope like Solomon did. He was
arrogant, defiant, deliberate, and intentional in his sinning. Later, when he was in prison, he remembered all

the evil he had done —and he knew that it was evil.

GLORIFIED THANKS DARKENED

There may be several reasons for that. We point out three of those possible reasons here, while recognizing that

others may add good reasons of their own:

a. God has given us a mind to understand His commands and a will that can choose to obey or disobey them.
God can (and sometimes does) change our wills, but more often He doesn’t. He usually lets us do what we
choose to do.

b. God wants us to see how terrible and how powerful sin is. If He would continually stop us from sinning,
we might not shrink from it or flee from it or fear it as we should.

c. God sometimes lets people go because He knows they will never feel a need for Him in their lives until they

reach a place where they can find no other way out. They may then turn to God. This low point often
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comes when a person is in prison and has to face the reality of what brought them there. It can also come
when a person has hit bottom through alcohol abuse or drug abuse, or through some other kind of

sinful behavior.

They took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon.

Students will present a variety of answers to this question. Each answer, however, should include at least some

of the following elements. To be humble before God is:

a. To recognize God’s holiness and our own sinfulness

b. To acknowledge our pride, independence, and arrogance

c. To acknowledge that we are unworthy of God’s favor and forgiveness

d. To confess that we have failed to be all that God wants us to be or enables us to be

e. To acknowledge that we have often misused God’s blessings and taken advantage of His kindness

f. To admit that we can do nothing on our own to merit anything from God or make ourselves right with Him

Manasseh certainly was sorry for all the evil he had done. We know this primarily from the way God answered
his prayer. If his prayer had not been genuine or sincere, God certainly would not have answered him the

way He did.

A

PERISH REPENTANCE

Manasseh was a totally changed person. He got rid of the foreign gods (idols) in the land and removed the
image he himself had set up in the temple of the Lord. He also destroyed or tore down the altars he had built
for various foreign gods. He restored the altar of the Lord, sacrificed fellowship offerings and thank offerings,

and told Judah to serve the LORD their God.

A

Students who did not expect the story to turn out well may still be thinking of what happened to Solomon. Or
they may be thinking of many people they know personally who lived and died in unbelief and sin. Besides,
Manasseh was so terribly evil that they might think that there could be no hope for such an evil person. Others
may have expected the story to turn out well because they have personally experienced God’s grace themselves.
Some may have seen God’s grace do wonderful things in the lives of others. It should be interesting to read your

students’ responses.
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God would certainly be pleased to hear their prayers of repentance! Students have just read 2 Peter 3:9 where
we read that the Lord does not want anyone to perish. Moreover, Isaiah 53:6 tells us that God has laid on Him
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all. And even aside from these two passages, most Crossroad students have learned
that God delights in showing mercy. He is an incredibly gracious God. If students pray with the same humili-
ty and sincerity that Manasseh did, God will surely forgive them. He may not, however, release them from
prison. Nor will He necessarily restore them to some position they had before they came into prison. God

graciously forgives, but He does not always interfere with the consequences of our sin. Remember David!

Look for some interesting responses to this question. Be sensitive to students” answers. Do not quickly jump on

any students who believe that God has not been patient with them. At the same time, it may be important to
point out to them that God does not (in this life) treat any of us as our sins deserve (see Psalm 103:9-10; John
3:16; Romans 5:8; Romans 6:23, etc.). The very fact that He still gives us life, breath, food, drink, shelter, clothing,
etc., is an indication of His mercy. We deserve nothing from Him; everything we have is a gift of His grace. God

is patient!

Some students might not be sufficiently aware that our lives could have been much, much worse if God had

not graciously kept us from going even deeper into sin. We may have thought of doing many things which, in
fact, we did not do. We might even have desired to do violence to someone, but circumstances (God!) kept us
from doing so. Be patient with those who don’t (yet) see how God has been merciful to us—but do remind them

of it!

It’s quite possible that a number of students will express some deep regret over something they have done.
Some may simply be sorry for the mess they got themselves into, but others will genuinely regret having sinned

against God —and others. Be gracious to any student who shares their heart with you!

Revelation 21:8 says that sinners who are not saved will ultimately find their place in the fiery lake of burning

sulfur, the second death.

NOTE: There is no mention in this verse of repentance and forgiveness. The assumption is that the sinners
mentioned here are those who did not repent, did not seek God, and did not believe in Christ. Make sure that
no student believes that there is no chance of forgiveness for murderers, the immoral, liars, etc. —even if they

repent and trust in Christ!
May you read many accounts of changed lives through God’s wondrous grace! And may you be given wisdom

to know how to respond to those who indicate that they have not yet accepted Christ’s invitation or sought

His mercy.
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LESSON 7-Forever Faithful

1. The one word we look for here is FAITHFUL. However, some students might choose such words as wise,

courageous, important, powerful, or even cool (or its equivalent). The word chosen by the student will likely

tell you more about the student than about Daniel!

2. A

3. Daniel and his friends were without physical defect, handsome, intelligent, knowledgeable, good learners, and
well-qualified to serve in the king’s palace. Daniel could also interpret visions and dreams. The king found
Daniel and his friends to be ten times better in matters of wisdom and understanding than all his magicians and

enchanters. Some students might also note that they were from the royal family and the nobility (Daniel 1:3).

NOTE: Students need not write out all of these things, but they should clearly understand that Daniel and his

friends were exceptionally gifted people.

4. FALSE

5. Students” answers will likely give you an insight into how they approach moral and ethical questions. This may

serve as a springboard for your own response to them.

It's important for them to recognize that God has established some absolutes in regard to human behavior.

Some things, such as adultery, murder, idolatry, etc., are always wrong. Circumstances don’t change that.

Moreover, if we willfully and knowingly live contrary to what we believe is God’s will, we sin —even if we may
be wrong in our understanding of what God’s will is. This, too, is an absolute. See Romans 14:19-23, especially

verse 23.

We should also recognize that there are certain laws which were not intended to be absolute or universal. Laws
concerning the eating of certain foods fall in this category. See Acts 10:9-15; Colossians 2:16-17; 20-22; Romans
14:1-3. However, since Daniel and his friends believed that God did not want them to eat the food and drink
the wine offered them by the Babylonians, it was important for them not to eat and drink. They would have

sinned if they had done so.

6. The wise men could not interpret the king’s dream because the king couldn’t tell them what the dream was.

Daniel could interpret the dream because God told him both what the dream was and what it meant.

7. COURAGEOUS  FAITHFUL WISE STRONG TRUSTING
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God would certainly not have been pleased if they had bowed down to the idol. In God’s eyes, idolatry is never
negotiable. See Exodus 20:3-5. Faithfulness and obedience in vital matters of right and wrong are far more

important to God than whether we live or die. They should be more important to us, too!

Moreover, God would not have received the glory and honor which He did later receive because of the young
men’s obedience. And the young men themselves would have missed out on the blessing of seeing God’s spe-

cial love and concern for them.

Their obedience led to the glory of God, the strengthening of their own faith, and the possible “conversion” of
some of the Babylonians. Their weak and willful disobedience would have led at best to a temporary saving of

their lives. See Daniel 3:28.

God is never pleased with willful disobedience. He is even more displeased when we are willing to dishonor

Him just so that we may escape some discomfort or embarrassment or personal pain.

They said that the God whom they served was able to save them even if they were thrown into the blazing
furnace. They also said that they were confident that He would somehow rescue them from the king’s hand.
But even if He chose not to rescue them, they would still not serve the king’s gods or worship the golden idol

he had set up.

NOTE: This was an extremely courageous thing for these young men to say. They were captives of the mightiest
king in the universe at that time and had absolutely no way to get around the king’s order. They demonstrated

beyond doubt how strongly they trusted in their God to do what was best and right. Again, see Daniel 3:28-29.

They all died from the extreme heat and flames of the blazing furnace.

The king
praised the God of Daniel’s friends,
b. praised the friends themselves for their courage and trust in their God, and
c. decreed that anyone who said anything against their God should be cut into pieces and their houses

be turned into piles of rubble.

It would not be surprising if Nebuchadnezzar was somewhat afraid of this miracle-working God of Daniel’s
friends. However, he almost certainly was sincere in what he said about God’s wisdom, power, and might.
Moreover, it is most probable that Nebuchadnezzar really believed that the God of Daniel and his friends was

a more wonderful God than any other he had ever heard of. See Daniel 3:23-26 and 4:2-3.

If your students are suspicious of the king’s motives, it may reflect their own experience with people who made
some kind of public commitment to God without being sincere about it. In a few instances it may also reflect

insincerity in a commitment they themselves made at one time or another.
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He praised and glorified God who lives forever. He said that God’s dominion is eternal and that His kingdom
endures from generation to generation. All people are regarded as nothing in His sight. God does as He pleas-
es and no one can stop Him or challenge Him. Everything God does is right and just. He is able to humble those

who walk in pride.

How could the king say and do such contradictory things?
He was brought up as a pagan and lived his early years without a knowledge of the true God.

b. He said wonderful things about God later in his life after he had personally witnessed God’s wisdom
and power in action.

c. Even long-time believers continue to wrestle with sin and evil in their lives and therefore do not always

live consistent lives of trust and obedience.

NOTE: The purpose of this question is threefold:

a. to encourage students to look at their own lives and their own motives as well as those of others;

b. to help them focus on the importance of consistency in their lives; and

c. to help them recognize that people can and do change and should not be judged solely on the basis of

past weaknesses and failures.

Do not leave students with the idea that their failures aren’t so serious because others fall, too. Rather, encourage

them to be faithful, diligent, and consistent, because temptations to sin can be sudden, enticing, and powerful.

Some men were apparently jealous of Daniel and his success. The king was about to promote Daniel to a

position over the entire kingdom —and that bothered them greatly.
Daniel did what he always did —he prayed to God on his knees with his face toward Jerusalem.

Daniel would not have sinned if he had temporarily prayed in secret. However, if he had done that, much more
harm than good would likely have resulted from: it.
He would have lost the opportunity to demonstrate his trust in the God to whom he prayed so faithfully.

a.
b. He would likely have given his enemies a good reason to try to trip him up later.

n

God would not have been glorified through Daniel’s secrecy as He was through Daniel’s openness.

&

Daniel’s enemies would likely not have been destroyed but would have lived on to do other harmful
and negative things.

e. Daniel himself may not have prospered as he now did because of his faithfulness and courage (Daniel 6:28).

King Darius decreed that in every part of his kingdom, people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. He
praised Daniel’s God with a marvelous tribute to His uniqueness and greatness. In verses 26 and 27 we read,
“He is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues

and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth.”
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Students are likely to respond with a variety of answers. They should list at least some of the following —as well
as other things of their own choosing:
God often rewards the faithfulness of His people already in this life.
b. Itis important for us to be faithful to God even if He chooses not to reward us for our faithfulness in
this life.
Our faithfulness may bring glory to God even if it does change our earthly circumstances.
d. Non-believers may be brought to an awareness of the majesty and greatness of God through
our faithfulness.
e. God often works out His purposes in marvelous and mysterious ways.
f.  God can use and often does use “unlikely people” to proclaim to others the glory of His name.
g. God will always be faithful to His promises to us, even though our lives may take unexpected turns or

go in unplanned or undesired ways.
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Introductory Notes: The following material is provided for Instructors who may wish to know a bit more about the

historical setting at the time Jehoiachin lived.

A.

King Jehoiachin (as we refer to him in the story and in these notes) was known by three different names in the
Bible: Coniah, Jehoiachin, and Jeconiah or Jechoniah. Though a number of people in the Bible had two different
names, having three names was very unusual.

In this story we have used the word “Israel” as a general term to refer to God’s chosen people. Technically
speaking, Jehoiachin was king over the smaller kingdom of Judah and not over the ten tribes of Israel. The ten
tribes no longer existed as a separate kingdom at the time Jehoiachin lived.

When King Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin captive, he took many others captive, too. (Daniel and his friends
had already been taken captive about eight or nine years before.) He also took many treasures from the temple
and from the royal palace, even though he did not actually destroy and burn Jerusalem until the time of King
Zedekiah. See 2 Kings 24:8-17.

For a brief description of the fall of Jerusalem and the reasons for that fall, read 2 Chronicles 36:15-21.

King Jehoiachin was the last king in David’s line who was a direct ancestor of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:11-12).
King Zedekiah, Jehoiachin’s uncle and the last king over Judah, was also in the line of David, but he was not in
the line of Christ.

In Matthew 1:11 Josiah is listed as Jehoiachin’s father. Actually, Josiah was Jehoiachin’s grandfather. The Jews
often used the word “father” to refer to someone’s more distant ancestors as well as to a biological father. Note,

for example, that there are three names omitted between Joram and Uzziah in Matthew 1:8.

ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS

Jehoiachin was not only wicked (2 Kings 24:9), he apparently was also rebellious. We gather that from the fact
that God spoke so negatively of him in Jeremiah 22:24-30. In addition, Jehoiachin was probably spoiled (as son of
a king), immature, and self-centered. He seemed to have more than one wife and a number of children by the time

he was eighteen. See the reference to “children” in Jeremiah 22:28 and the reference to “wives” in 2 Kings 24:15.

We have already looked at the list of Manasseh’s sins in an earlier lesson. These sins included idolatry, sorcery,
mass killings, and child sacrifice —as well as others. In Jeremiah 22:17 we read also of dishonesty, oppression,

extortion and the shedding of innocent blood.

NO. We never have an excuse for our sins. There may be reasons why Jehoiachin slid so easily into sin, but
reasons are not excuses. It might also be noted that Jehoiachin’s grandfather, Josiah, was a very godly king —and he began
to rule when he was only eight! If Jehoiachin was looking for a positive role model, he didn’t have to look very far.
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COMPASSIONATE GRACIOUS ANGER LOVE
FAITHFULNESS WICKEDNESS SIN UNPUNISHED

God showed His justice by punishing Jehoiachin, the royal family, and the people of Israel. Jehoiachin was

taken into captivity and never returned to his country or served again as king over God’s people.

God showed His mercy by prompting the Babylonian king to release Jehoiachin from prison and to give him

many undeserved favors.

C. We know Jehoiachin’s punishment was right because it was the punishment God Himself gave him. Besides,
Jehoiachin had forfeited any claim to a lighter punishment because of his own sins and the sins of his ancestors.
However, if the punishment had been heavier and Jehoiachin had died in prison, the people would not have
seen the mercy of God demonstrated in Jehoiachin’s release. Moreover, the history of the Davidic kings would

then have ended in hopelessness and despair rather than in promise and hope.

No. This shows clearly, though implicitly, that God’s mercy and grace are not dependent on what we do. God’s

grace cannot be merited or earned in any way.

God can forgive us only because someone else (Jesus Christ) has already paid the penalty for our sins. Jesus
came to earth so that he might take our sins upon Himself and die in our place (2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians
3:13). When we express genuine sorrow for our sins and put our trust in Jesus, God forgives our sins because

of what Jesus has done for us.

In Old Testament times, God forgave the sins of those who repented and put their trust in God’s mercy —even
though these sins were left “unpunished” (Romans 3:25). That is, no adequate sacrifice or payment had yet been
made to cover those sins. God could do this because in His own sovereign and eternal plan, the Lamb of God,

Jesus Christ, was already slain from the creation of the world (Revelation 13:8).

“Grace” may be defined in various ways. We would define it simply as “the unearned favor of God to sinners.”
Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Thomas Nelson: 1995) puts it this way —grace is “favor or kindness

shown without regard to the worth or merit of the one who receives it and in spite of what that person deserves.”

Some people explain God’s “mercy” and “grace” this way: because of God’s mercy we do not get what we

deserve. Because of His grace we get what we do not deserve.
People in the Old Testament were saved in exactly the same way people in the New Testament were —by grace

through faith. No one in either the Old Testament or New Testament could be saved in any other way. See, for

example, Galatians 3:6-11; 3:16-18; Romans 4:1-8.
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It is most probable that Jehoiachin repented of his sins while in captivity —just as Manasseh had done many years
before. If he had not done so, God would almost certainly not have released him from captivity and given him

(through the Babylonian king) those unusual, unexpected, and undeserved blessings. See 2 Kings 24:3-4.

FALSE. Throughout history many believers have died in prison. Many more are likely to do so in the future.

God promises to be with us in our trials and suffering, but He does not promise to release us from all of them
in this life. Those who are in prison—justly or unjustly —should not expect that they will automatically be freed
simply because they have repented of their wrongdoings and have believed in Jesus. At the same time, we
joyfully recognize that God, in His grace, does still sometimes “set the prisoner free” —no matter what they have
done or what their sentence is. (However, this question asks what the student thinks, so as long as a reason is

given for the answer, there is no need to mark the student incorrect.)

YES! A glorious yes! Many people seem to think they are too bad to be forgiven, but, thankfully, that is not true.
Everyone who sincerely repents of their sins and turns to Christ in sincere faith will be forgiven. The Bible

clearly teaches that, and millions of people throughout history have experienced it.

A person must base their assurance of forgiveness on what the Bible teaches rather than on what they feel or

claim to feel. In order to have biblically-based assurance, a person must do four things:

a. recognize, acknowledge, and humbly confess their sins

b. sincerely repent of those sins, being sorry that they have broken God’s law, offended His holiness, and
(most likely) hurt someone else; sincerely desire and resolve to turn away from sin and not to repeat it

c. place total and sole trust for forgiveness in Jesus Christ and His atoning sacrifice

d. begin to demonstrate the spiritual fruits of repentance

The seriousness of our sins should not be gauged by the fact that God forgives them, but rather by how much it
cost God to make forgiveness possible. When one considers the fact that God came to earth as a man in the
person of Jesus Christ, that He lived a perfect life in spite of facing enormous temptations, that He was rejected
and temporarily forsaken both by God and human beings, that He suffered a horrible death on the cross to pay
for our sins, and that He was raised again from the dead in an extraordinary demonstration of divine power—

then one begins to see and understand the seriousness and significance of our sins.

It’s true. The fact that God removes the guilt of our sins from us does not mean that we will automatically be

free from all the psychological or emotional consequences of what we have done. Nor should we be! In many
cases we will personally see or hear of the terrible hurts that our sins have brought into the lives of others. We
may well live with regret over that as long as we live. However, it's important for us to open our minds and
hearts to the mercy of God so that we will also be able to rejoice in our forgiveness and experience the peace and

joy that come from being a member of the family of God.

10 Men You Should Know 295.



19.

20.

296.

Among the things which are mentioned in this passage are the following;:
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Put off your old, corrupt, deceitful self

Be made new in the attitude of your minds

Put on the new self

Put off falsehood and speak truthfully

In your anger do not sin

Do not let the sun go down while you live with unresolved anger
Do not give the devil a foothold

Do not steal any longer

Do something useful so you may be able to give to those in need
Do not use any unwholesome language

Use your language to build others up and be of help to them

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit

Get rid of bitterness, rage, anger, brawling, slander, and malice

Be kind, compassionate, and forgiving

It should be interesting to see which items in this list students choose. Their selection may help you understand

the moral issues they are particularly concerned about or wrestling with.

Each student may have learned something different. Some will have found old truths that stand out in a new

way. Others may have learned something they had never seen or noticed or thought of before. Respond appre-

ciatively to everything positive that a student writes. At the same time, make sure no student has missed any

of the following truths:

a.

God is truly a God of supreme justice. Sins will be punished —sooner or later, in one way or another, as God
sees fit for the carrying out of His divine purposes.

God is truly a God of great patience. Over the span of many years He had repeatedly foretold the fall of
Jerusalem and the captivity of His people. He gave His people every possible opportunity to repent and
change. He actually held off the threatened punishment for hundreds of years.

There comes a time when God’s great patience reaches an end. It’s terribly dangerous to try to play games
with Him or to take advantage of His mercy and grace.

God is incredibly merciful. God Himself had condemned Jehoiachin in the strongest of terms. He had
nothing good to say about him. But thirty-six years later, God mercifully released him from prison and let
him enjoy a life of blessing and peace.

God’s promises will never fail. Though there may be “interruptions” in the carrying out of His eternal plan,
neither demons nor human beings will be able to thwart His sovereign purpose. He is the eternal Lord of

heaven and earth.
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LESSON 9-Eyes that See

1. It is possible to emphasize either the negative qualities of Paul or the more positive ones. On the positive side,

Paul was diligent, intelligent, zealous, well-educated, obedient to the law (at least, externally so), God-fearing,

faithful to his heritage, consistent.

On the negative side, Paul was self-righteous, Pharisaical, intolerant, boastful, proud, unloving, merciless, and

spiritually blind.

We generally tend to emphasize the more negative qualities of Paul. It should be interesting to see whether your

students do the same. Their answers may tell you something about how they view themselves — or others.

2. Paul describes himself as a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a violent man. He further refers to himself as the

worst of sinners.

Was he serious? He probably was. Not only had he been responsible for the suffering and death of many inno-
cent people, but he also tried to get others to blaspheme the name of God. Moreover, he had used the best of his
energies to oppose the gospel of Jesus Christ and the coming of His kingdom. Though he acted “in ignorance,”
he felt that he had opposed the work of God more strongly and effectively than anyone else. And he did it all

while being confident that he was a very righteous person—and that God was pleased with what he was doing!

It should also be noted, however, that Paul was not so much comparing himself with others at this point as he
was pointing out the seriousness of his own sins. And even more than that, he was emphasizing that no sinner,

no matter how great their sins, is beyond the reach of God’s grace and forgiveness.

3. Paul was extreme in his hatred of Christians. He participated in the stoning death of Stephen, the first Christian
martyr; he hounded the Christians who worshiped in the Jewish synagogues; he tried to force believers to blas-
pheme; he traveled to foreign cities to persecute believers wherever he could find them; he approved of the

death penalty for some of those who were given a trial; and he directly persecuted a number of believers to their

deaths.

4. YES YES NO
As a Pharisee, Paul sincerely wanted to honor and serve God and do what pleased Him. His own post-conver-
sion writings clearly indicate that. However, God does not “grade” us on the basis of sincerity or good motives.
His requirements for obedience, trust, and repentance are totally independent of our own evaluation or under-
standing of them. See, for example, Leviticus 5:17. At the same time, there are passages in Scripture which
indicate that God does also deal with people to a certain extent on the basis of their knowledge and their
motives. See, for example, Paul’s statement in 1 Timothy 1:13-14 that “I was shown mercy because I acted in igno-

rance and unbelief.” See also Luke 12:48.
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Yes, Paul had a clear conscience. As a strict Pharisee, he never knowingly or intentionally violated any of God’s
commands. Regrettably, in his early days Paul did not understand God’s requirement that we should serve Him
with a pure and undivided heart and not simply with external obedience. He scored very highly on the latter

scale (external obedience) but very poorly on the former (a pure and undivided heart).

According to Acts 9:2 and Acts 22:5, Paul was planning to find the Christians there — both men and women —and

drag them off to prison in Jerusalem.

It’s hard to describe how Paul must have felt. We know that he was so deeply affected that he could neither eat
nor drink for three days. It would not seem inappropriate, therefore, to use such words as amazed, dumbfound-
ed, conscience-stricken, humbled, perplexed, confused, bewildered, and overwhelmed. He could at first not
imagine that Jesus was alive, living in heaven, all-knowing, all-powerful, and interested in what Paul was doing.
He must also have been overwhelmed at the thought that he was persecuting Jesus Himself when he was per-
secuting those who believed in Him. It must have been incredibly difficult to learn that the things he believed

with all his heart and pursued with all his might were totally and utterly false.

Ananias clearly knew what Paul had been doing and why he had come to Damascus. He, as well as the other
Christians in Damascus, must have been very afraid of Paul. They certainly did not wish him well! They saw
no reason whatsoever why any of the believers should treat him with kindness or help him carry out his wick-

ed purposes.

Jesus told Ananias that Paul was His chosen instrument to carry His name before both Gentiles and their kings

and before the people of Israel. He also told him how much Paul would suffer for His name.

Ananias probably had mixed feelings. Earlier, he could not have dreamed of calling Paul a brother. It is not

likely that he ever even dreamed that Paul would become a fellow believer, one with him in Christ. At the same
time, Ananias must have been thrilled at the fact that the church’s greatest enemy was about to become one of
its greatest promoters. So when he called him brother, it must have been done with a sense of gratitude, joy,

and intense anticipation.

Paul must have felt both thrilled and humbled to know that Ananias accepted him as a fellow believer. Although
he may not have known Ananias by name, he probably knew that Ananias was one of the Christians he was

planning to put in prison in Jerusalem.

Paul got up and was baptized. He then ate and was strengthened. (Remember, he hadn’t eaten for three days!)
It may not be appropriate to emphasize that Paul was baptized before he even ate, but it does certainly seem
that the spiritual took precedence over the physical at this point in Paul’s life. Throughout his life from this

point on, Paul always had his priorities straight!
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Instead of persecuting the Christians, Paul began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. He
also powerfully proved to the Jews there that Jesus is the promised Messiah, the Christ. Earlier that would have

been absolutely unthinkable to him.

The people in Damascus, especially the Jews, were both suspicious and amazed. There had never before been
such a sudden and dramatic conversion of any of those who had fiercely opposed the church. After some days,
Paul apparently convinced many of them that he was sincere in what he was saying. As a result, the Jews, for-
merly Paul’s allies, planned to kill him —just as he himself had earlier arranged for the deaths of many others

who trusted in Jesus.

NO. The ones who opposed Paul when he first started preaching were the same ones who continued to oppose
him for years —namely, the Jews. Besides, Paul was living in the fresh newness of the blessing of the Holy Spirit
and was therefore very powerful in his presentation. It's important for new believers to witness “while the fire
burns.” As Paul himself wrote many years later, “Do not quench the Spirit.” As a general rule, it is desirable
for new believers to share their faith with someone else as soon as possible. Their testimony will not only be a
blessing to others but it will also serve to strengthen their own faith. It will also make subsequent witnessing

easier, since they have “already done it.”

A self-righteous person is one who believes that their life is pleasing to God and that they therefore do not need
to repent or be forgiven. Also, because they feel themselves to be morally superior to others, they tend to look
down on others while applauding their own behavior. They are usually proud of their alleged obedience and
superiority and feel that they do not need the help of either God or other people in regard to their spiritual state

or condition.

Jesus told Ananias that Paul would suffer many things on account of His name. Paul’s life after his conversion
was one of immense struggle, intense suffering, extensive persecution, persistent opposition —and wonder-
ful blessing. Paul is still considered by many to be the greatest missionary the world has ever seen. Not
only was he very successful as a traveling evangelist, but he also was used by God to bless the worldwide
church with many sacred and inspired writings which have been translated into hundreds of languages

around the world.

Paul answers that question very strongly in Philippians 3:8 — “I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing

worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” And as far as his personal sufferings were concerned, he wrote in
Romans 8:18, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in
us.” Paul never regretted for a moment his decision to follow Christ—even though it cost him everything

he had.

Paul recognized that all his earlier activities of outward obedience and careful observance of the law were of
absolutely no value for his salvation. He looked upon all of them as of no more value than garbage—to be

thrown out as utterly worthless. For someone who spent his early years as a Pharisee of the Pharisees, zealous

10 Men You Should Know 299.



19.

20.

300.

for the law, extremely careful in external obedience, living with a clear conscience—this was a statement
of tremendous significance. As he himself wrote, if there ever was a possible way of being saved by obeying

the law —he would have attained it (Philippians 3:4-6). If Paul couldn’t do it, nobody could!

Generally speaking, those who are self-righteous see no need for a Savior and consequently neither seek Him

nor find Him. Obviously, there are many exceptions to that—and Paul is probably the greatest and most won-
derful example. However, Scripture clearly seems to present the self-righteous as being in the greatest danger.
Jesus Himself said that He did not come to call the “righteous” but sinners to repentance (Luke 5:31-32). He also
focused His ministry on reaching those in greatest spiritual need — earning for Himself the scorn and rebuke of
those who did not approve of His eating and drinking with “sinners.” The Bible has many stories of people who

repented after falling into great sin but few stories of the conversion of the self-righteous.

Some students will possibly select some of the passages referred to in the lesson. Not only are these ready at
hand, but they are clearly among believers’ favorite Scriptures. Some students might surprise you, however,
with the texts they select. Be appreciative and positive as some students reach deep into their hearts to share

their favorite texts with you.
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LESSON 10-The King from Heaven

1. GREAT SON MOST HIGH DAVID
FOREVER END
2. Yes. Isaiah clearly foretold in Isaiah 7:14 that “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him

Immanuel.” (This is the same child who is spoken of in Isaiah 9:6 where He is called “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Concerning this child, Isaiah 9:7 says, “Of the greatness of his

government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom.. forever.”)

3. The baby was to be called Jesus because He was going to save His people from their sins. The name Jesus means
“Savior.” (Jesus is the Greek counterpart of the Hebrew name Joshua or Jehoshua, which means “Jehovah is salva-

tion” or “the Lord is salvation.”)

4. Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to be registered in the hometown of their ancestor David (just as all
other descendants of David’s family did). While they were there for the registration, the time came for Jesus

to be born.

5. There may have been several reasons, though all of these are somewhat conjectural, since the Bible never tells us.

a. The shepherds may have been watching over the sheep that were going to be used in the temple sacrifices
in Jerusalem. It was appropriate, therefore, that God directed them to the true Lamb of God.

b. Jesus considered Himself a shepherd of His people (John 10:12-18) but never served as a leader or ruler of
the people of His day. He could identify with the shepherds, therefore, more than with the rulers.

c. For the most part, the leaders and rulers rejected Jesus as their Savior and King, whereas the “common
people” gladly listened to Him and followed Him.

d. God did not want the people to misunderstand the true role that Jesus was going to play as a king. If the
earthly rulers knew early on that Jesus was the King from Heaven, they might have tried to “groom” Him

to be the kind of king they wanted Him to be.

6. B. (A and C are also true, but they do not adequately answer the question.)

7. Jesus meant that His Kingdom was not to be like other kingdoms with geographical boundaries, earthly goals,
earthly organization, and earthly glory. His Kingdom would fundamentally be a matter of ruling over the
hearts and minds and lives of His followers. He Himself was a servant and He expected His “royal subjects” to
be servants also. Those who served Him as King would clearly demonstrate their loyalty to Him by serving and

obeying Him in this world, but they would not do so for personal gain or glory.

8. The disciples clearly did not understand Jesus in the beginning. Consequently, they desired to have places of

honor in His Kingdom and frequently argued about which of them would be the greatest [in Jesus” Kingdom].
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They did not understand how Jesus could suffer and die or be rejected by the leaders. Even after Jesus’ resur-
rection, the disciples still did not fully understand what Jesus” Kingdom was all about. It was not until after the
Holy Spirit came upon them at Pentecost that they really began to understand what Jesus had tried to teach
them. [For additional references, see Mark 9:32-34; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 22:24-26; John 12:16; John 16:18; Acts 1:6.]

Jesus demonstrated that the Kingdom of God had come both through the messages He brought and through the
life that He lived —a life of holiness, compassion, and power. He spoke often about the Kingdom of God —both
in parables and in His other messages —and described how a citizen of that Kingdom should live. His parables
demonstrated that His Kingdom was present and powerful, but not yet present in all of its fullness. He contin-
ually stressed the importance of a relationship to God based on faith, repentance and obedience. He taught the
true meaning and purpose of God’s Law and indicated that He fulfilled both the Law and the prophets. He
performed mighty miracles of Kingdom power and publicly forgave the sins of repentant sinners. He brought
the blessings of joy, love, peace, and victory over sin—all vital dimensions of life in the Kingdom of God.
Finally, He won a mighty victory over sin and death and hell through His death on the cross and His subsequent

resurrection (Colossians 2:15).

You should not expect each student to include all these elements in their answer. However, in some way or
other they should recognize that the Kingdom came both in word and in deed as Jesus established His rule in

the hearts and lives of those who trusted and obeyed Him.

The Jews were looking for an earthly king who would defeat their earthly enemies and rule in earthly glory.
They did not understand that the King from Heaven was primarily concerned about a spiritual Kingdom of
righteousness, holiness, and peace with God. Their concern with the temporary, political, and material blinded

them to the presence and potential of the spiritual Kingdom of eternal values that Jesus came to establish.

Though people today do not have the same aspirations as the Jews of Jesus” day, they also often have a
compelling or overriding interest in things material, present, and pleasing. Many of them have a “this world”
mindset and are but little interested in the true values of the Kingdom of God. As 2 Corinthians 4:4 indicates,
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays
the glory of Christ.”

Rulers and kings usually expect to be served by their subjects (Luke 22:25). Those who are ruled are even

expected to be willing to give their lives for the sake of their King. King Jesus, however, came for the specific
purpose of laying down His own life for the sake of His people (John 10:15-18). If He did not do so, there would
be no kingdom at all. The values in His Kingdom would be the opposite of most of those in worldly kingdoms.

Greatness would come through service. The first would be last, and the last would be first.

Jesus showed His great love for His people by laying down His life for them (John 15:13). He also gave His
disciples an example of humble, selfless service when He washed their feet. This act of service was intended to

serve as a model or example for those who would follow Him (John 13:12-17). The example is important for all
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of us, but was particularly important for Jesus’ disciples who were always looking for positions and places of
honor and glory. If they were someday to take up positions of authority in Jesus” Kingdom, they would first

have to learn the measure of true greatness.

Aramaic was the language spoken by most of the Jews living in Israel at that time. Latin was the official

language of the Romans —including, thus, those in authority in Israel. Greek was the language of culture,
commerce, and scholarship. Almost everyone who was in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus’ death could read
or understand at least one of these three languages. Since Jesus was King of kings and Lord of lords, it
was appropriate that everyone, no matter of what place, background, or circumstance, should know who

Jesus was.

God forgives the sins of people in the Old Testament because of their faith. God could forgive the sins of
people in Old Testament times only because of the sacrificial death and glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ
which would later take place. Without His substitutionary death for sinners, there could never be forgiveness

for anyone. See Hebrews 9:12-14; Acts 4:12; John 14:6.

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

b.  “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

c. The criminal’s faith was without parallel. He was the only one to recognize Jesus as King when it seemed
that Jesus had failed in His purpose and had been unable to complete His mission. He alone recognized and
acknowledged that Jesus” Kingdom was not of this earth. He alone saw that death would not mark the end
of Jesus” mission but that it would be the gateway into a new dimension of the Kingdom He came to

establish. His faith was truly remarkable.

Jesus said, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them...and teaching them to obey everything |

have commanded you.”

After His ascension, Jesus was exalted to the right hand of God. He was given a position far above all rule,
authority, power, and dominion in the entire universe. God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him

to be head over everything for the church.

Answers here, as well as in questions 19 and 20, will probably vary considerably. Among the things which

might possibly be mentioned here are the following: Christ’s lordship gives us hope, courage, comfort, confi-
dence, joy, and humility. It enables us to face trials with patience, hardships with perseverance, successes with
humility, and triumphs with gratitude. Also, it enables us to face obstacles with courage, challenges with con-
fidence, disappointments with equanimity, and problems with hope. Further, Christ’s universal lordship
should create within us an eagerness to share the gospel with everyone we can, since we know (a) that He is

worthy of all praise and (b) that His eternal Kingdom will be glorious beyond imagination.

Others should be able to tell that Jesus is our Lord in many ways. Among them will be the following: we should

be people of joy, graciousness, compassion, obedience, love, patience, gentleness, faithfulness, holiness, kind-
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ness and humility, with a willingness to serve and an eagerness to share the message of Christ with anyone who

is willing to listen. Or, more simply: we should be like Jesus Himself.

Your students” answers here will in most instances be interesting, enlightening, and encouraging. It is not very
likely that students will have come this far in their studies without making a commitment to Christ as Savior
and Lord of their lives. You may wish to write down some of their statements for your own inspiration —and
for the inspiration of others. Do remember, however, to keep confidential that which should not be shared with

others. Rejoice!
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ROADMAP 1-LOST AND FOUND

DAY 1—The Importance of Listening

Proverbs 1:8-9
Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. 9They are a garland to grace
your head and a chain to adorn your neck.

Proverbs 4:1-4

Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention and gain understanding. 2y give you sound learning, so do not
forsake my teaching. 3For I too was a son to my father, still tender, and cherished by my mother. 4Then he taught me,
and he said to me, “Take hold of my words with all your heart; keep my commands, and you will live.”

Proverbs 4:10-15

10Listen, my son, accept what I say, and the years of your life will be many. U instruct you in the way of wisdom
and lead ¥0u along straight paths. 12When you walk, your steps will not be hampered; when you run, you will not
stumble. 13Hold on to instruction, do not let it go; guard it well, for it is your life. 146 not set foot on the path of the
wicked or walk in the way of evildoers. 15Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn from it and go on your way.

Proverbs 4:20-27

0My son, pay attentlon to what I say; turn your ear to my words. 21Do not let them out of your sight, keep them
within your heart; 22for they are life to those who find them and health to one’s whole body 3 Above all else, guard
your heart, for everything you do flows from it. 24Keep your mouth free of ferverSIty, keep corrupt talk far from your
lips. 2pet your eyes look straight ahead; fix gour gaze directly before you. 6Give careful thought to the paths for
your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. </ Do not turn to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.

DAY 2—The Lure of Temptation

1 John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16For
everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life —comes not from the Father but
from the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.

Proverbs 1:10-16

10My son, if sinful men entice you, do not give in to them. 111f they say, “Come along with us; let’s lie in wait for
innocent blood, let’'s ambush some harmless soul 2let’s swallow them alive, like the grave, and whole, like those who
go down to the pit; Bywe w1ll get all sorts of valuable things and fill our houses with plunder, 14cast lots with us; we
will all share the loot” — my son, do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths; 16for their feet rush into
evil, they are swift to shed blood.

Proverbs 9:17-18
1745t0len water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!” 18But little do they know that the dead are there, that her
guests are deep in the realm of the dead.

DAY 3—The Folly of Disobedience

Proverbs 1:7
7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Proverbs 1:29-33

29« since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD. 30Since they would not accept my advice
and spurned my rebuke, 31 they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes. 32For the
waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them; 33pbut whoever listens to
me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of harm.”
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Proverbs 15:32
Those who disregard discipline despise themselves, but the one who heeds correction gains understanding.

DAY 4—The Consequences of Sin

Proverbs 17:25
254 foolish son brings grief to his father and bitterness to the mother who bore him.

Proverbs 22:5
5In the paths of the wicked are snares and pitfalls, but those who would preserve their life stay far from them.

Proverbs 29:3
3A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of prostitutes squanders his wealth.

DAY 5—The Power of Confession and Repentance

Isaiah 57:15

T5For this is what the high and exalted One says —he who lives forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high and holy
place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart
of the contrite.”

Hosea 14:1-2
Return, Israel, to the LORD your God. Your sins have been your downfall! 2Take words with you and return to the
LORD. Say to him: “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips.”

Hosea 14:4
4T will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them.”

Acts 19:18-20

18Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 19A number who had practiced
sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the
total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.

DAY 6—The Gift of Mercy

Daniel 9:9
The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him . . .

Luke 6:35-36

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Titus 3:5

... he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit . . .
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DAY 7—The Joy of Forgiveness

Psalm 103:8-13

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 9He will not always accuse, nor will he
harbor his anger forever; 10he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. HFor as
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 1255 far as the east is from the
west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 13As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD
has compassion on those who fear him . . .

Luke 15:1-7

TNow the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the Pharisees and the teachers of the
law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4”Suppose one of
you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the
lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls
his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.” /1 tell you that in the same
way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
do not need to repent.”

Romans 4:7-8

“Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 8Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord
will never count against them.”
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ROADMAP 2-THE ENEMY INSIDE

DAY 1—The Danger of Lust

Proverbs 6:23-26

23For this command is a lamp, this teaching is a light, and correction and instruction are the way to life, 24keeping
you from your neighbor’s wife, from the smooth talk of a wayward woman. 25Do not lust in your heart after her
beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes. 26For a prostitute can be had for a loaf of bread, but another man’s wife
preys on your very life.

!ames 1:13-15
W.

hen tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt
anyone; 1put each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15Then, after
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

Ephesians 4:17-19

1756 1 tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their
thinking. 18They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that
is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensu-
ality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed.

DAY 2—The Challenge of Purity

1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

S1t is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4that each of you should
learn to control gour own body in a way that is holy and honorable, Snot in passionate lust like the pagans, who do
not know God; ®and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will
punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7For God did not call us to be impure,
but to live a holy life. 8Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very
God who gives you his Holy Spirit.

Colossians 3:5-6
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and
greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.

2 Timothy 2:22

Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord
out of a pure heart.

DAY 3—The Folly and Sin of Adultery

Proverbs 5:1-5

1My son, pay attention to my wisdom, turn your ear to my words of insight, 2that you may maintain discretion and
your lips may preserve knowledge. 3For the lips of the adulterous woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother
than oil; 4but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword. “Her feet go down to death; her steps
lead straight to the grave.

Proverbs 6:27-29
27Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? 28Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet
being scorched? 2950 is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished.

Proverbs 6:32-33
52But a man who commits adultery has no sense; whoever does so destroys himself. 33Blows and disgrace are his lot,
and his shame will never be wiped away.
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Proverbs 7:18-27

18Come, let’s drink dee fly of love till morning; let’s enjoy ourselves with love! 19My husband is not at home; he has
gone on a long journey. OHe took his purse filled with money and w1ll not be home till full moon.” 21With persua-
sive words she led him astray; she seduced him w1th her smooth talk. ZZAll at once he followed her like an ox going
to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose 23till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little
knowing it will cost him his life. 24Now then, my sons, listen to me; pay attention to what I say. 25Do not let your
heart turn to her ways or stray into her paths. - Many are the victims she has brought down; her slain are a mighty
throng 7Her house is a highway to the grave, leading down to the chambers of death.

DAY 4—The Impossibility of Hiding from God

!ob 31:4

Does he not see my ways and count my every step?

Proverbs 15:3
3The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.

Psalm 139:1-12

TYou have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 2You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts
from afar. 3You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 4Before a word i 1s on my
tongue you, LORD, know it completely. °You hem me in behmd and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 6Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 7Where can go from your Spirit? Where can [ flee from
your presence? 8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 91f I rise on the
wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10¢ven there your hand will guide me, your right hand will
hold me fast. 111f I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” " 12eyen the dark-
ness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.

DAY 5—The Consequences of Disobedience

Proverbs 5:22-23
22The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them; the cords of their sins hold them fast. 23For lack of discipline they will
die, led astray by their own great folly.

Ephesians 5:3-6

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because
these are improper for God’s holy 5people 4Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out
of place, but rather thanksgiving. “For of this you can be sure: No 1mmora1 impure or greedy person—such a person
is an idolater —has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.

!eremiah 32:18

You show love to thousands but bring the punishment for the parents” sins into the laps of their children after them.
Great and mighty God, whose name is the LORD Almighty . . .

DAY 6—The Need for Confession and Repentance

Proverbs 28:13
Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy.

!oel 2:12-14

“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
13Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God for he is gracious and compassionate, slow
to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamlty 4Who knows? He may turn and relent and
leave behind a blessing — grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your God.
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1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

DAY 7—The Blessing of Forgiveness

Micah 7:18-19

18Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and for%lves the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do
not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. ?You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins
underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.

Psalm 32:1-7

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. ZBlessed is the one whose sin the
LORD does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. SWhen I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long. 4For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the
heat of summer. 2Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my
transgressions to the LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. OTherefore let all the faithful pray to you while you
may be found; surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 7You are my hiding place; you will protect
me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.

Isaiah 55:6-7

6Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7Let the wicked forsake their ways and the
unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will
freely pardon.
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ROADMAP 3—GOD MEANT IT FOR GOOD

DAY 1—The Child of God Will Live in Confidence

Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose.

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight.

Psalm 37:5-6
BCOmmit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: 6He will make your righteous reward shine like the
dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun.

DAY 2—The Child of God Will Demonstrate Patience

Psalm 37:7-9

7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry
out their wicked schemes. 8Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret—it leads only to evil. 9For those who
are evil will be destroyed, but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land.

Proverbs 19:11
1A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense.

Ecclesiastes 7:8
The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride.

DAY 3—The Child of God Will Walk in Obedience

Psalm 101:2-4

I will be careful to lead a blameless life —when will you come to me? I will conduct the affairs of my house with a
blameless heart. 31 will not look with approval on anything that is vile. I hate what faithless people do; I will have no
part in it. 4The perverse of heart shall be far from me; I will have nothing to do with what is evil.

Psalm 119:9-11

How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. 101 seek you with all my
heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 111 have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against
you.

Psalm 119:44-47

I will always obey your law, for ever and ever. 451 will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.
461 will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to shame, for 1 delight in your commands because I
love them.

DAY 4—The Child of God Will Be Courageous

Psalm 27:1

IThe LORD is my light and my salvation —whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I
be afraid?

Psalm 118:6
The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?
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Isaiah 12:2
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my
defense; he has become my salvation.

DAY 5—The Child of God Will Resist Temptation

1 Corinthians 10:13

BNo temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure
it.

Hebrews 4:15-16

I5For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 et us then approach God’s throne of grace with confi-
dence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Ephesians 6:13-17

BTherefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground,
and after you have done everything, to stand. 145tand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist,
with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gos-
pel of peace. 161 addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows
of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

DAY 6—The Child of God Will Practice Forgiveness

Romans 12:17-21

17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 181 it is possible, as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19D not take reven%e, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath,
for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. UOn the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Dpo not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Luke 17:3-4

So watch yourselves. “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 4Even
if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,” you must forgive
them.”

Colossians 3:12-14

I2Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against some-
one. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in per-
fect unity.

DAY 7—The Child of God Will Experience Peace

Isaiah 26:3
3You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.

Philippians 4:6-7

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

Psalm 4:8
In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.
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ROADMAP 4-THE SLIPPERY SLIDE

DAY 1—The Temptation of Riches

Deuteronomy 8:13-14

... and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied,
14then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery.

Proverbs 27:24
.. for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations.

Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14]esus replied,
“Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 16And he told them this parable: “The
ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17He thought to himself, “What shall I do? I have no place
to store my crops.’ 18Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. T will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I
will store my surplus grain. 19And 11 say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy;
eat, drink and be merry.”” OBut God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you.
Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for
themselves but is not rich toward God.”

DAY 2—The Secret of Contentment

Proverbs 15:16
16Better a little with the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil.

1 Timothy 6:6-10

6But §odlmess with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out
of it. °But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced them-
selves with many griefs.

Philippians 4:11-13

I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 121 know
what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 131 can do all this through him who
gives me strength.

DAY 3—The Sin of Idolatry

Leviticus 26:1
“Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for yourselves, and do not place a carved stone in your land
to bow down before it. I am the LORD your God.”

Deuteronomy 7:25
2The images of their gods you are to burn in the fire. Do not covet the silver and gold on them, and do not take it for
yourselves, or you will be ensnared by it, for it is detestable to the LORD your God.

Deuteronomy 11:16
16Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them.
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DAY 4—The Perils of Backsliding

Hebrews 10:26-27
261f we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,
27put only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.

2 Peter 2:20-22

207 they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entan-
gled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 211t would have been better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the
sacred command that was passed on to them. 220f them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A
sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.”

Revelation 2:4-5
Lyet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. SConsider how far you have fallen! Repent
and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.

DAY 5—The Emptiness of Power

Ecclesiastes 2:11
Tyet when surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a
chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.

Psalm 49:16-20

T6Do not be overawed when others grow rich, when the splendor of their houses increases; for they will take noth-
ing with them when they die, their splendor will not descend with them. 18Though while they live they count them-
selves blessed —and people praise you when you prosper—lgthey will join those who have gone before them, who
will never again see the light of life. 20People who have wealth but lack understanding are like the beasts that perish.

!ob 24:22-24

But God drags away the mighty by his power; though they become established, they have no assurance of life. 23He
may let them rest in a feeling of security, but his eyes are on their ways. 24For a little while they are exalted, and then
they are gone; they are brought low and gathered up like all others; they are cut off like heads of grain.

DAY 6—The Limits of Human Wisdom

Ecclesiastes 1:16-18

161 said to myself, “Look, I have increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; I
have experienced much of wisdom and knowledge.” 17Then 1 applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and
also of madness and folly, but I learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind. 18For with much wisdom comes
much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.

Ecclesiastes 2:12-16

12Then I turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, and also madness and folly. What more can the king’s successor do
than what has already been done? 131 saw that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than darkness. 14The
wise have eyes in their heads, while the fool walks in the darkness; but I came to realize that the same fate overtakes
them both. 19Then I said to myself, “The fate of the fool will overtake me also. What then do I gain by being wise?” I
said to myself, “This too is meaningless.” 16For the wise, like the fool, will not be long remembered; the days have
already come when both have been forgotten. Like the fool, the wise too must die!

1 Corinthians 3:18-20
18po not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become “fools”
so that you may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catch-

es the wise in their craftiness”; 2%and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”
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DAY 7—The Importance of Perseverance

!ob 23:10-11

But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 11My feet have closely followed
his steps; I have kept to his way without turning aside.

Hebrews 12:1-3

ITherefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everythmg that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, f1x1ng our eyes on Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart.

Revelation 3:11-12

I1am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12The one who is victorious I
will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God
and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will
also write on them my new name.
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ROADMAP 5—ONE MOMENT OF WEAKNESS

DAY 1—The Consequences of Acting Wisely

Proverbs 2:12-19

12Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, BBwho have left the
straight paths to walk in dark ways, Twho delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, 15whose
paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways. bWisdom will save you also from the adulterous woman, from
the wayward woman with her seductive words, 17who has left the partner of her youth and 1gnored the covenant she
made before God. Surely her house leads down to death and her paths to the spirits of the dead. 19None who go to
her return or attain the paths of life.

Proverbs 3:21-26

21My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound judgment and discretion; 22they
will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. “<°Then you will go on your way in safety, and your foot will not
stumble. 24When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when glou lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 25Have no fear
of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, Z0for the LORD will be at your side and will keep your
foot from being snared.

Proverbs 8:32-36

32“Now then, my children, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my ways. 33Listen to my instruction and be wise;
do not disregard it. 34Blessed are those who listen to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. 35For
those who find me find life and receive favor from the LORD. 30But those who fail to find me harm themselves; all
who hate me love death.”

DAY 2—The Consequences of Acting Foolishly

Ecclesiastes 10:1-3

1As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor. 2The heart of the wise inclines
to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left. 3Even as fools walk along the road, they lack sense and show everyone
how stupid they are.

Proverbs 16:22
Prudence is a fountain of life to the prudent, but folly brings punishment to fools.

Proverbs 26:11
Hasa dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat their folly.

DAY 3—The Consequences of Faithfulness

Proverbs 2:7-8
He holds success in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, 8for he guards the course of
the just and protects the way of his faithful ones.

Psalm 37:23-24
nghe LORD makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; 24though he may stumble, he will not fall, for the
LORD upholds him with his hand.

Psalm 112:1-8

IPraise the LORD. Blessed are those who fear the LORD, who find gjeat delight in his commands. 2Their children will
be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. “Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their
righteousness endures forever. 4Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for those who are gracious and compas-
sionate and righteous. 5Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with jus-
tice. 6Surely the righteous will never be shaken; they will be remembered forever. They will have no fear of bad news;
their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 8Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear; in the end they will
look in triumph on their foes.
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DAY 4—The Consequences of Unfaithfulness

Psalm 73:27
Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you.

Proverbs 11:6
6The righteousness of the upright delivers them, but the unfaithful are trapped by evil desires.

Proverbs 13:15
Good judgment wins favor, but the way of the unfaithful leads to their destruction.

DAY 5—The Consequences of Self-Control

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7

SIt is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should aV01d sexual immorality; 4that each of you should
learn to control gour own body in a way that is holy and honorable, ®not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do
not know God; ®and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will
punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7For God did not call us to be impure,
but to live a holy life.

1 Corinthians 9:27
27No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be dis-
qualified for the prize.

Proverbs 16:32
Better a patient person than a warrior, one with self-control than one who takes a city.

DAY 6—The Consequences of Self-Indulgence

Proverbs 16:25
There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.

Proverbs 21:17
Whoever loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and olive oil will never be rich.

Romans 1:26-32
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for
unnatural ones. 27In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with
lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for
their error. 28Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retam the knowledge of God, so God gave them
over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 2 They have become filled with every kind of
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips,
3 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they 1nvent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;
they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they know God'’s righteous decree that
those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who
practice them.

DAY 7—The Consequences of Trusting in God

!eremiah 17:7-8

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 8They will be like a tree planted by the
water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no
worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”
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Nahum 1.7
7The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him . . .

Psalm 56:3-4

3When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. 4In God, whose word I praise —in God I trust and am not afraid. What can
mere mortals do to me?
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ROADMAP 6-DONT THROW AWAY THE KEY

DAY 1—God’s Hatred of Sin

Romans 2:5
But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day
of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.

Isaiah 1:2-4

2Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! For the LORD has spoken: “I reared children and brought them up, but they
have rebelled against me. 3The ox knows its master, the donkey its owner’s manger, but Israel does not know, my
people do not understand.” 4Woe to the sinful nation, a people whose guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, children
given to corruption! They have forsaken the LORD; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs
on him.

Isaiah 59:12-13

They have harps and lyres at their banquets, plges and timbrels and wine, but they have no regard for the deeds of
the LORD, no respect for the work of his hands. 13Therefore my people will go into exile for lack of understanding;
those of high rank will die of hunger and the common people will be parched with thirst.

DAY 2—God’s Warning Against Sin

Deuteronomy 11:26-28

265ee, 1 am setting before you today a blessing and a curse— 27the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD
your God that I am giving you today; 28the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from
the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.

Nehemiah 9:29-30

294You warned them in order to turn them back to your law, but they became arrogant and disobeyed your com-
mands. They sinned against your ordinances, of which you said, “The person who obe gls them will live by them.
Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, became stiff-necked and refused to listen. OFor many years you were
patient with them. By your Spirit you warned them through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you gave
them into the hands of the neighboring peoples.”

Ezekiel 18:30-32

“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD.
Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31Rid yourselves of all the offenses you
have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32For I take no pleasure in
the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!”

DAY 3—God’s Punishment of Sin

2 Kings 21:11-15

TI“Manasseh king of Judah has committed these detestable sins. He has done more evil than the Amorites who pre-
ceded him and has led Judah into sin with his idols. 12Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am
going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. Brwin
stretch out over Jerusalem the measuring line used against Samaria and the plumb line used against the house of
Ahab. I will wipe out Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down. 141 will forsake the rem-
nant of my inheritance and give them into the hands of enemies. They will be looted and plundered by all their ene-
mies; 15they have done evil in my eyes and have aroused my anger from the day their ancestors came out of Egypt
until this day.”

Psalm 5:4-6
For you are not a God who is pleased with w1ckedness, with you, evil people are not welcome. 5The arrogant cannot

stand in your presence. You hate all who do wrong; you destroy those who tell lies. The bloodthirsty and deceitful
you, LORD, detest.
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Isaiah 13:11
T} will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and
will humble the pride of the ruthless.

DAY 4—God’s Call to Repentance

2 Chronicles 7:14
4 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

2 Chronicles 30:9

onf you return to the LORD, then your fellow Israelites and your children will be shown compassion by their captors
and will return to this land, for the LORD your God is gracious and compassionate. He will not turn his face from you
if you return to him.

Ezekiel 18:21-23

“But if a wicked person turns away from all the sins they have committed and keeps all my decrees and does what
is just and right, that person will surely live; they will not die. 22None of the offenses they have committed will be
remembered against them. Because of the righteous things they have done, they will live. 23Do I take any pleasure in
the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and
live?”

DAY 5—God Promises Forgiveness

Isaiah 43:25
“" . L3 ”
I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.

Isaiah 57:16-19

“I will not accuse them forever, nor will I always be angry, for then they would faint away because of me —the very
people I have created. 171 was enraged by their sinful greed; I punished them, and hid my face in anger, yet they kept
on in their willful ways. 181 have seen their ways, but I will heal them; I will guide them and restore comfort to Israel’s
mourners, -’ creating praise on their lips. Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says the LORD. “And I will heal them.”

Jeremiah 30:18-22

184This is what the LORD says: ‘I will restore the fortunes of Jacob’s tents and have compassion on his dwellings; the
city will be rebuilt on her ruins, and the palace will stand in its proper place. 19From them will come songs of thanks-
giving and the sound of rejoicing. I will add to their numbers, and they will not be decreased; I will bring them honor,
and they will not be disdained. OTheir children will be as in days of old, and their community will be established
before me; I will punish all who oppress them. 21Their leader will be one of their own; their ruler will arise from
among them. I will bring him near and he will come close to me —for who is he who will devote himself to be close to
me?” declares the LORD. 22'So you will be my people, and I will be your God.””

DAY 6—God’s Mercy and Compassion

Deuteronomy 4:29-31

29But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you seek him with all your heart and with all
your soul. 30When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later days you will return to
the LORD your God and obey him. 31For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you
or forget the covenant with your ancestors, which he confirmed to them by oath.

Deuteronomy 30:1-4

IWhen all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them to heart wherever the
LORD your God disperses you among the nations, 2and when you and your children return to the LORD your God
and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, Sthen the
LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations
where he scattered you. 4Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the
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LORD your God will gather you and bring you back.

Lamentations 3:22-23
22Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23They are new every morn-
ing; great is your faithfulness.

DAY 7—God’s Boundless Grace

Psalm 86:15
1oBut you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.

Isaiah 30:18
T8Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you compassion. For the LORD is a God
of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!

Jeremiah 29:10-13

10This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good
promise to bring you back to this place. HFor I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,
and I will listen to you. 13You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”
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ROADMAP 7-FOREVER FAITHFUL

DAY 1—A Faithful Believer Is a Person of Courage

Proverbs 28:1
1The wicked flee though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion.

Philippians 1:27-28

27\Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see
you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one
for the faith of the gospel 28yithout being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that
they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved —and that by God.

2 Timothy 1:7-8

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 850 do not be
ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the
power of God.

DAY 2—A Faithful Believer Is a Person of Confidence

Psalm 125:1-2
1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever. 2 As the mountains
surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people both now and forevermore.

Psalm 27:1-3

IThe LORD is my light and my salvation —whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life —of whom shall I
be afraid? 2When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and
fall. 3Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be confi-
dent.

Psalm 3:1-6

ILORD, how many are my foes! How many rise up against me! 2Many are saying of me, “God will not deliver him.”
3But you, LORD, are a shield around me, my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 41 call out to the LORD, and he
answers me from his holy mountain. 51 lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the LORD sustains me. 61 will not
fear though tens of thousands assail me on every side.

DAY 3—A Faithful Believer Is a Person of Trust

Proverbs 29:25
Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.

Psalm 31:15-16
1 My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pursue me. 161 et your face
shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love.

Psalm 9:9-10

The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 10Those who know your name trust in you,
for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.

DAY 4—A Faithful Believer Is a Person of Integrity
Acts 24:15-16

15 and I have the same hope in God as these men themselves have, that there will be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the wicked. 1650 1 strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.
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Hebrews 13:18
Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way.

1 Peter 2:12
2Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

DAY 5—A Faithful Believer Is a Person of Humility

Proverbs 22:4
IHurnility is the fear of the LORD; its wages are riches and honor and life.

Romans 12:3
3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.

Micah 6:8
8He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.

DAY 6—A Faithful Believer Is a Person of Wisdom

Proverbs 9:10
T0The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Ecclesiastes 7:19
Wisdom makes one wise person more powerful than ten rulers in a city.

!ames 317

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy
and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

DAY 7—A Faithful Believer Is a Person of Prayer

Psalm 55:16-18
As for me, I call to God, and the LORD saves me. 17Evenir1g, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears
my voice. 18He rescues me unharmed from the battle waged against me, even though many oppose me.

Psalm 5:2-3
2Hear my cry for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. 3In the morning, LORD, you hear my voice; in the
morning I lay my requests before you and wait expectantly.

Psalm 18:3
3] called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I have been saved from my enemies.
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ROADMAP 8—THE END OF THE BEGINNING

DAY 1—The Dangers of Indifference

Amos 6:1-7

Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the fore-
most nation, to whom the people of Israel come! “Go to Kalneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and
then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours? 3You
put off the day of disaster and bring near a reign of terror. 4You lie on beds adorned with ivory and lounge on your
couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. 2You strum away on your harps like David and improvise on
musical instruments. ©You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of
Joseph. Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.

Nehemiah 9:33-37

33“In all that has happened to us, you have remained righteous; you have acted faithfully, while we acted wickedly.

340ur kings, our leaders, our priests and our ancestors did not follow your law; they did not pay attention to your

commands or the statutes you warned them to keep. 35Even while they were in their kingdom, enjoying your great
oodness to them in the spacious and fertile land you gave them, they did not serve you or turn from their evil ways.
6But see, we are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our ancestors so they could eat its fruit and the other good

things it produces. 37Because of our sins, its abundant harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us. They rule

over our bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in great distress.”

Zephaniah 1:12-13

124 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those who are complacent, who are like wine left on its
dregs, who think, “The LORD will do nothing, either good or bad. 13Their wealth will be plundered, their houses
demolished. Though they build houses, they will not live in them; though they plant vineyards, they will not drink the
wine.”

DAY 2—The Folly of Self-Deception

Psalm 36:1-3

11 have a message from God in my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: There is no fear of God before their
eyes. 2n their own eyes they flatter themselves too much to detect or hate their sin. 3The words of their mouths are
wicked and deceitful; they fail to act wisely or do good.

Revelation 3:17
17y ou say, ‘Il am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that you are wretched,
pitiful, poor, blind and naked.”

Isaiah 47:10-11

10y ou have trusted in your wickedness and have said, “No one sees me.” Your wisdom and knowledge mislead you
when you say to yourself, ‘I am, and there is none besides me.’ pisaster will come upon you, and you will not know
how to conjure it away. A calamity will fall upon you that you cannot ward off with a ransom; a catastrophe you can-
not foresee will suddenly come upon you.”

DAY 3—The Perils of False Security

Psalm 52:7
7“Here now is the man who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong by
destroying others!”

Jeremiah 5:12-15
12They have lied about the LORD; they said, “He will do nothing! No harm will come to us; we will never see sword
or famine. 13The prophets are but wind and the word is not in them; so let what they say be done to them.”
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14Therefore this is what the LORD God Almighty says: “Because the geople have spoken these words, I will make my
words in your mouth a fire and these people the wood it consumes. 1 People of Israel,” declares the LORD, “I am
bringing a distant nation against you—an ancient and enduring nation, a people whose language you do not know,
whose speech you do not understand.”

Jeremiah 7:1-11
IThis is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2“Stand at the gate of the LORD’s house and there proclaim

this message: “Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the
LORD. 3This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let
you live in this place. 4Do not trust in deceptive words and say, “This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the
LORD, the temple of the LORD!” 51 you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, bif
you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you
do not follow other gods to your own harm, 7then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for
ever and ever. 8But look, you are trusting in deceptive words that are worthless. Iwill you steal and murder, commit
adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and follow other gods you have not known, 10and then come and stand
before me in this house, which bears my Name, and say, “We are safe” —safe to do all these detestable things? 116
this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the LORD.””

Luke 12:19-21

19 And 1'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’
20But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you
have prepared for yourself?’ 21This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich
toward God.”

DAY 4—The Source of True Freedom

Isaiah 61:1-3

1The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the
risoners, 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy

instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a

planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.

!(ihn 8:31-36

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have
never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 34esus replied, “Very truly I tell you, every-
one who sins is a slave to sin. >Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.
3650 if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Romans 8:1-2
1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, Zpecause through Christ Jesus the law of
the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.

Romans 8:12-16

1 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation —but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13gor if you
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit you received does not make you
slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by
him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

DAY 5—The Glory of God’s Promises

1 Kings 9:5-7
2T will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father when I said, “You shall never
fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.” ®But if you or your descendants turn away from me and do not
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observe the commands and decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, 7then I will cut
off Israel from the land I have given them and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. Israel will then
become a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples.”

Isaiah 54:10
10“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor
my covenant of peace be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you.

Isaiah 43:25
5“1, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”

!oel 2:26-27

You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the LORD your God, who has
worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. 27Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am
the LORD your God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be shamed.

DAY 6—The Wideness of God’s Mercy

Jeremiah 3:12-13

12Go, proclaim this message toward the north: “’Return, faithless Israel,” declares the LORD, ‘I will frown on you no
longer, for I am faithful,” declares the LORD, ‘I will not be angry forever. 13Or11y acknowledge your guilt—you have
rebelled against the LORD your God, you have scattered your favors to foreign gods under every spreading tree, and
have not obeyed me,”” declares the LORD.

Nehemiah 9:17-19a

17“They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked
and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 18even when they cast for
themselves an image of a calf and said, “This is your god, who brought you up out of Egypt,” or when they committed
awful blasphemies. 19Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the wilderness.”

Nehemiah 9:27-28

7430 you delivered them into the hands of their enemies, who oppressed them. But when they were oppressed they
cried out to you. From heaven you heard them, and in your great compassion you gave them deliverers, who rescued
them from the hand of their enemies. 28But as soon as they were at rest, they again did what was evil in your sight.
Then you abandoned them to the hand of their enemies so that they ruled over them. And when they cried out to you
again, you heard from heaven, and in your compassion you delivered them time after time.”

Nehemiah 9:31
IBut in your great mercy you did not put an end to them or abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.

Psalm 108:3-5

I will praise you, LORD, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples. 4For great is your love, higher
than the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 5Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over
all the earth.

DAY 7—The Riches of God’s Grace

Isaiah 44:22-23

“I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed
you.” 23Sing for joy, you heavens, for the LORD has done this; shout aloud, you earth beneath. Burst into song, you
mountains, you forests and all your trees, for the LORD has redeemed Jacob, he displays his glory in Israel.

Psalm 30:4-5

4Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. SFor his anger lasts only a moment, but
his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.
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Psalm 103:1-4

TPraise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 2praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all
his benefits— Swho forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 4who redeems your life from the pit and crowns
you with love and compassion . . .
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ROADMAP 9—EYES THAT SEE

DAY 1—Unbelievers Cannot See the Truth Without the Light

Ephe51ans 4:17-18

1750 1 tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their
thmkmg They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that
is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.

2 Timothy 4:3-4

For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears
away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

[ohn 16:1-3
L1 All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is

coming when anyone who kills you w111 think they are offering a service to God. They will do such things because
they have not known the Father or me.”

DAY 2—Unbelievers Live in Darkness Apart from the Light

!Ohl’l 1:9—11.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and though the world
was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him.

2 Corinthians 4:4
4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

1Iohn .3:1.9

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds
were evil.

DAY 3—Believers Recognize Jesus as the Light

hn 1:4
!0 r;l

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.

J[ohn 1:12

12¥et to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God . . .

[ohn 8:12

L2When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.”

2 Corinthians 4:6
6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.
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DAY 4—Believers Come in Faith to the Light

Acts 26:17-18

I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 184 open their eyes and
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins
and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.

Matthew 13:16
But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.

!ohn 3:20-21

Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21Byt
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the
sight of God.

DAY 5—Believers Walk in Obedience in the Light

Philippians 2:14-16

I4po everything without grumbling or arguing, 5s0 that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God
without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 1645 you
hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain.

Ephesians 5:8-10
SFor you were once darkness, but now you are hght in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light
consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) Oand find out what pleases the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 5:5-6
SYou are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 650 then,
let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober.

DAY 6—Believers Live in Confidence of the Light

1 ohp 1.7

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from all sin.

1 ohn'5:13

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal
life.

2 Timothy 1:10-12

10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and
has brought life and 1mmorta11ty to light through the gospel 1And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an
apostle and a teacher. 12That is why I am suffering as [ am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I
have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.

DAY 7—Believers Give Praise to God for the Light

1 Peter 2:9-10

9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s S}femal possession, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. OOnce you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Colossians 1:12-14
. and giving ]ogful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the
kmgdom of hght For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son
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he loves, **in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

1 Timothy 1:15-17

SHere is a trustworth}i saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners —of
whom I am the worst. 10But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus
might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17Now
to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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ROADMAP 10-THE KING FROM HEAVEN

DAY 1—A Kingdom of Compassion

Matthew 9:35-36

55Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the king-
dom and healing every disease and sickness. 6When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Mark 1:40-42

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” Hiesus
was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 42Immediately the
leprosy left him and he was cleansed.

Matthew 14:14
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

DAY 2—A Kingdom of Power

!ohn 8:14-16

Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and
where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15You judge by human standards; I
pass judgment on no one. 16But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father,
who sent me.”

Luke 7:12-15

As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out— the only son of his mother, and she was a
widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he
said, “Don’t cry.” 4Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He
said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his
mother.

Luke 18:35, 40-43

35As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. . . . 40jesus stopped and ordered the
man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41“What do you want me to do for you?” “Lord, I
want to see,” he replied. 42Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43Immediately he
received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.

DAY 3—A Kingdom of Forgiveness

Matthew 9:2-6

Some men brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take
heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” SAt this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blas-
pheming!” 4Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? SWhich is easier:
to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6But I want you to know that the Son of Man has author-
ity on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.”

Luke 7:48-49
Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this
who even forgives sins?”

!ohn 8:10-11

Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 114N one, sir,” she
said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
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DAY 4—A Kingdom of Authority

Matthew 7:28-29
28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 2Ipecause he taught as one
who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

Mark 1:22
22The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of
the law.

Mark 1:27
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching —and with authority! He
even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.”

Matthew 8:27
The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”

DAY 5—A Kingdom of Service

Philippians 2:5-8

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7rather, he made himself nothing by tak-
ing the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he hum-
bled himself by becoming obedient to death —even death on a cross!

Mark 10:42-45

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become
great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. #2For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

!ohn 13:12-15

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what
I have done for you?” he asked them. 13“You call me “Teacher’ and “Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am.
14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 151 have set
you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”

DAY 6—A Kingdom of Righteousness, Peace and Joy

Romans 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit . . .

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

90r do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Hebrews 1:8-9

8But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of
your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above
your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”
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DAY 7—A Kingdom of Glory

!ohn 1:14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

!ohn 17:24
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given
me because you loved me before the creation of the world.”

Matthew 25:31
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne.”
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